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The Gospel according to John: A Gospel of Life 

 

Unit 1:  Prologue (1:1–18) of the Gospel according to St. John 

 
A. Read John 1:1–5 (noting who or what are the referents of the many pronouns!) and 

consider how it is similar to and different from the other accounts of Jesus’ 

“beginnings” in Matthew (1–2) and Luke (1:5–2:51, 3:23–38). When you are 

finished, consider what we discuss today. 

 

1. What similarities do you see between John 1:1–5 and Genesis 1:1–5? List as 

many as you can.  

 

2. At what point in the narrative does John shift our focus from “the beginning” 

to a more recent time frame? Briefly (1 or 2 sentences) defend your answer.  

 

3. Look at the list you have just made from 1 above and the shift from “the 

beginning” to a more recent time frame in 2. What do you think John is trying 

to tell us about the person and work of Jesus?  

 

B. Read John 1:6–18 

 

1. Compare the NIV translations of 1:9 with that of KJV. What are the 

differences between both translations? Write a brief paraphrase of verse 9 

below, in your own words.  

 

 

2. What does “world” signify, in 1:10?  

 

 

3. Notice the use of the present plural pronoun “us” and “we” in 1:14, and how 

the progression of the narrative goes from the interaction of the “Word” with 1. 

“all things that were made” (1:3) to 2. “all people/men” (1:4, 7) to 3. “world” 

(1:10) to 4. “his own” (1:11) to 5. “those who believed in him” (1:12). Who is 

“us/we” in 1:14? What is the relationship between “us/we” and the narrator of 

John’s gospel? What does this mean for the person reading John’s gospel 

(“you” in John 20:31)?  

 

 

4. Using the Appendix received with this handout on the 14th, look up every 

occurrence of “glory/glorify/glorified” in John’s gospel, taking notes as you 

do. Note the two main usages of the vocable in John and identify which 

passages signify glory as merely “good reputation” among people and which 
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signify something more. Then answer: Considering only the passages in which 

“glory” refers to something more than good reputation, with what specific 

events from the life of Jesus (or his followers) do you believe this vocable is to 

be associated? What one event (or series of events) do these many events point 

to? (Hint: consider passages of the Old Testament in which the “dwelling” or 

encamping of Yahweh with his people occurs visibly in the pillar of fire and 

cloud [Exodus 14:19, 24; 24:12–18]). Can everyone see this glory? If so, why 

and if not, why not? Defend your answers on the basis of the text of John’s 

gospel.  

 

 

 

 

5. Write, in your own words, what difference God’s glory as revealed by the 

Word of God in John’s Gospel will make for you this week:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document may also be downloaded at: http://trinitylutheranlp.org/bible-

studies  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://trinitylutheranlp.org/bible-studies
http://trinitylutheranlp.org/bible-studies


Rev. Jonathan A. Blanke, Ph.D. 

 

3 
 

Unit II/April 28 (“Week 1” of John’s Gospel and Jesus’ Journey to Jerusalem) 

(1:19–3:36)  

 

 
A.  Read John 1:19–50. As you do, compare John’s account of the Baptist to what we 

read about him in Matthew 3, Mark 1:1–11, and Luke 3:1–18.  

 

1.  List as many titles or descriptions of Jesus as you can find in verses 29–50. 

Did the people who used these titles in John chapter 1 understand the full 

significance of what they were saying? Why do you/don’t you think so?  

 

2.  Note Jesus’ quotation of Genesis 28:12 in 1:51. Read again the entire account 

of Jacob’s dream, including his response to the dream in Gen 28:16–22. What 

do you think Jesus is promising Nathaniel and the other disciples? How do you 

feel knowing that God’s house (Beth-el) is more than a building?   

 

B. Read John 2:1–11 carefully.  

 

1. An ordinary wedding (the “getting hitched” of a man to a woman”) is more 

than what is going on in this verse. If Jesus is portrayed in John in some sense 

as aligned with the bridegroom’s family (or even as a bridegroom 

himself…John 3:29–30) who is the “bride” who gets hitched to Jesus by the 

end of the passage? Why do you say so?   

 

 

2. Craig Koester in his book Symbolism in the Fourth Gospel declares that all 

signs in John’s Gospel are “allusions to Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection” (p. 

77). How does this sign allude to either?   

 

 

 

C. Read John 2:13–25. Compare John’s description of the temple cleansing and 

placement of it with Matthew 21:12–13, Mark 11:15–17; and Luke 19:45–46. 

Some scholars propose two separate cleansing events. Luther favored John’s 

moving a single temple cleansing here, but writes,  

How do we harmonize the accounts of the two evangelists, Matthew and  John? For Matthew 
writes that all this happened on Palm Sunday, when the Lord made His entry into 
Jerusalem. And here in John we read that it occurred at the time of the Passover that 
followed Christ's Baptism, the same Passover season during which the miraculous 
changing of water into wine also took place, and that then Christ moved to Capernaum… 
These are problems and will remain problems. I shall not venture to settle them. Nor are they 
essential. It is only that there are so many sharp and shrewd people who are fond of bringing 
up all sorts of subtle questions and demanding definite and precise answers. But if we 
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understand Scripture properly and have the genuine articles of our faith that Jesus Christ, 
God's Son, suffered and died for us—then our inability to answer all such questions will be 
of little consequence. The evangelists do not all observe the same chronological order. 
The one may place an  event at an earlier, the other at a later time. Mark, too, chooses the 
day after Palm Sunday for this story. It may also be that the Lord did this more than once, 
and that John reports the first, Matthew, the second event. Be that as it may, whether it 
happened sooner or later, whether it happened once or twice, this will not prejudice our 
faith.1 (See also Voelz, What Does This Mean? 237-9) 

 

1. Whether John records the first of two cleansings or tells of one temple cleansing in 
a thematic, rather than chronological manner, the fact remains that his telling of the 
cleansing occurs early on in his gospel. What relationship between Jesus and "the 
Jews" (2:18, 20) does this earlier telling of the event establish, and how does this 
relationship impact the rest of John's gospel? Who are “the Jews”…isn’t Jesus 
one? 
 
 

2. What connection between the resurrection of Jesus and faith his words is 
suggested by 2:22? What do you suppose will be the nature of the disciples' 
immediate apprehension of Jesus words between this event and the resurrection of 
Jesus? 
 

D.  Read John 3:1–21, remaining aware that the Greek word (ανωθεν) translated 

“again” in 3:3 can also mean “from above.”  

 

1. Consider John 3:5 in light of the Lord’s promise to Israel, through the prophet 

Ezekiel in Eze 36:24–27. Although the church understands this promise in 

accordance with the rite of Holy Baptism (1 Cor. 6:11, 12:13); baptism as 

''washing" is described in Titus 3:5), John's gospel explicitly describes the 

cross as the place where the new birth of the believer occurs. Demonstrate how 

new birth through "spirit" and "water" is associated in John with Jesus' 

crucifixion (see Zech 12:10-13:1 as well as Jn 19:28-37; cf. Jn 20:19-23). 

 

2. Considering both the cultural significance of “love” terminology for people of 

the 1st century Mediterranean world, as well as what has been said about the 

world’s response to Jesus (1:10), God’s one and only son (1:14), what does it 

mean for the 1st-century reader that “God so loved the world that he gave his 

one and only son” (3:16)?  

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Luther, M. (1999, c1957). Vol. 22: Luther’s works, vol. 22: Sermons on the Gospel of St. John: Chapters 1–4 (J. J. 

Pelikan, H. C. Oswald & H. T. Lehmann, Ed.). Luther’s Works (Jn 2:17). Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House.   
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E. Read John 3:22–36 

 

1. How do the final verses of chapter 3 (:31–36) function as extended comment on 

and climax to not only chapter 3, but themes introduced in John’s prologue. 

 

 

2. At the end of chapter three, what do we know about the following? (Whenever 

possible, use the language of John, citing references from John by chapter and 

verse, and use action words: “send,” “love,” etc.)  

 

a. The relationship between Jesus and the Father (“God”) 

 

b. The relationship between Jesus and the Spirit 

 

c. The relationship between Jesus and John the Baptist 

 

d. The relationship between Jesus and his disciples 

 

e. The relationship between Jesus’ disciples and “the Jews”  

 

f. The relationship between God and “the world”     
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Unit III/May 5: Jesus’ 1st Return to Galilee/Cana (4:1–54), 2nd Journey to 

Jerusalem (5:1–47), and 2nd Return to Galilee/Capernaum (6:1–71) 

 
A. Read John 4:1–42. For background on Samaria and the Samaritan woman for this 

background, recall our discussion on Sunday.   

 

1. Compare and contrast the Samaritan woman and Nicodemus. How are they the 

same? How are they different? (Give specific references, wherever possible.) 

Although they may both be understood in a sense as “seekers,” how are their 

reactions to Jesus to be understood?  

 

2. Note the double meaning of “living water.” Recall our conversation on 5/5. 

What function does the woman’s misunderstanding (4:11–12) have for the 

reader, who might be running across this terminology for the first time?  

 

3.  Robert Alter (The Art of Biblical Narrative) understands the depiction of a 

woman and man meeting at a well in ancient narrative as a ''type scene" that 

would have been understood by 1st-century readers as underscoring an alliance 

between a man and a woman as husband and wife (see Gen 24:1-67; 29:1-30; Ex 

2:15-23). Recall what was said earlier about Jesus as a bridegroom (3:29-30 and 

Unit II, B). Is there evidence in this text that it might be the very ''type scene" 

that Alter describes? As always, give specific text citations to support your 

answers. 

 

4. Eschatology concerns matters pertaining to the end times, as these are depicted 

in scripture. Although John as well as the synoptic gospels understand the 

coming time to be one in which Jesus will return to take his own to be with him 

(Jn 5:25; Mt 24:30-1; Mk 13:26-7; Lk 21:27-8), John's gospel demonstrates this 

time to be in a sense already fulfilled in the person of Christ (compare 5:25 to 

the event described in 11:43-4), yet hidden. What does Jesus mean when he says 

“a time is coming and now has come when true worshippers will worship the 

Father in spirit and truth” (4:23)?  

 

B. Read 4:43–54  

 

1. How does the action of the royal official in 4:50 stand in stark contrast to "the 

Jews" of chapter 2 and Nicodemus of chapter 3? What do you think the gospel 

writer is teaching the reader of his gospel by including this particular sign (cf. 

20:30)? 

 

2. Notice the "aha!" experience of the royal official and his household (4:53). What 

was it that these people most likely believed? What similarities do you see 
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between this passage and similar passages in chapter 2 regarding Jesus' 

disciples? What does this passage say to you about your own “aha” faith 

moments and their connection to Christ?   

 

C. Now read 5:1-18. Archeological remains of the pool at Bethesda have been  

discovered and bear out their description in the Gospel of John. (You can find out 

more at https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-sites-

places/jerusalem/the-bethesda-pool-site-of-one-of-jesus-miracles/)  Do you think 

the evangelist wants us to see the healed invalid as intentionally in cahoots with 

“the Jews”? As hopelessly naïve? Or does he leave the situation ambiguous? 

Defend your answer.  

 

D. Then read 5:17–47.  

 

1. What is the nature of the relationship between Jesus and “the Father” based on 

Jesus words in this discourse? Back up your conclusions and summary with 

references from John. Based on our discussion together on May 5, how would 

Jesus’ Jewish listeners have understood this relationship? How would his Greco-

Roman listeners have received it? How would it be meaningful for Christians 

who had cultural ties to both of these groups? What does it mean for us today?  

 

2. Identify four “witnesses to Jesus in 5:31–40. Compare 5:36 to 19:30. What do 

you believe the “greater testimony” to which Jesus refers is? To what does this 

testimony testify?  

 

F. Finally, read 6:1 – 71 carefully. Compare to similar accounts of a miraculous 

feeding in the Synoptic Gospels (Mt 14:13–21; Mark 6:32–44: Luke 9:10–17), 

noting both what is similar to all and what is unique to John.  

 

1.  See Appendix 2 and any other materials that will help you become familiar with 

Jewish traditions surrounding Passover. Consider also our in-class discussion 

and Deuteronomy 18:18. How might John have intended for us to understand 

Jesus as the fulfillment and replacement of the Jewish Passover in 6:1–71? 

Identify in your answer as many elements from Passover worship as possible 

that Jesus might be seen as fulfilling or replacing. Cite references from John.  

2.  Luther, in one of his sermons on John 6, complained that for people of his day 

the gospel had become a “belly sermon,” that is, a message instruction people to 

amass wealth and fortune for themselves. What evidence do you see in your own 

life or the lives of other Christians that Jesus is even today in danger of being 

made over as a kind of “bread king”?       

 

https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-sites-places/jerusalem/the-bethesda-pool-site-of-one-of-jesus-miracles/
https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-sites-places/jerusalem/the-bethesda-pool-site-of-one-of-jesus-miracles/
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Unit IV/May 12: Jesus’ Third Journey to Jerusalem (7:1–9:41) 
 

A. Read 7:1–52.  

 

1. See Appendix 2 and any other resources that will help you become familiar with 

traditions surronunding the Jewish celebration of Tabernacles. How might John 

have intended us to understand Jesus as the fulfillment and replacement of the 

Jewish Feast of Tabernacles in this passage? Identify in your answer as many 

elements from Tabernacle worship as possible that Jesus might be seen as 

fulfilling or replacing. Cite references from John to defend your answer, 

whenever possible. 

 

2. What do we learn about the Spirit and Jesus’ way of talking about the Spirit, in 

this passage?  

 

3. Read the text notes about 7:53–8:11 in the NIV or other English translation. If 

you were leading a Bible class on the gospel of John, would you include this 

passage? Why or why not?   

 

B. Read 8:12–59.    

 

1. After reading this passage, look back over chapters 5–7. How would you 

describe the “atmosphere” or “environment” of this text, in comparison with 

Jesus’ earlier exchanges with “the Jews”? How does that environment serve as a 

good introduction for chapter 9 and the sections from John’s gospel that will 

follow?  

 

2. Recall our conversation on 5/12 about honor and shame and the societies that 

organized themselves around these concepts. Jesus’ words in this chapter 

explaining his identity seem a little hard for Western individualists to grasp. (we 

tend to define identity according to our careers, what we do, etc.) How does 

Jesus’ explanation of his own identity (and that of his interlocutors) reflect a 

collectivist mindset?  

 

3. Consult Exodus 3:14 and compare with John 1:2. Then answer: Why did Jesus’ 

listeners pick up stones to stone Jesus when he said what he did in 8:58? How 

would you answer someone today who makes the claim that the gospels never 

record Jesus speaking of himself as God or one with God?  
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C. Read 9:1–41. Note the picture and article about the pool of Siloam as it exists 

today, found at  https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-sites-

places/biblical-archaeology-sites/siloam-pool/.  

 

1. Diagram the structure of this passage. If it were on TV, where would the 

“scenes” (based on location, people present, atmosphere of the "scene," etc.) 

begin and end? (Remember that divisions and section headings in English 

translations are modem additions. Be ready to defend the divisions that you set). 

List each section that you identify and give the range of verses associated with it 

(e.g., “Jesus changes water into wine at a wedding in Cana: 2:1–11”). How does 

the narrative of the passage progress…where does it begin, where does it go, and 

where does it end... and for what possible reason? Why might this account have 

been reassuring for the 1st-century church? Why is it still reassuring for us 

today? 

 

2. Note the progression in the blind man’s understanding of who Jesus is. List his 

responses when asked about Jesus’ identity and compare to the conclusions 

reached by the Samaritan woman about Jesus in 4:7–30.  

  

3. Note John’s use of irony (especially dramatic irony, where the reader “knows” 

something that the people on stage or in the narrative do not). What effect does 

John’s use of irony in describing the events of this narrative have in shaping the 

reader’s attitude toward the various people involved? How do you find yourself 

impacted by the Word of the gospel (cf. 20:30–31) as a result?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-sites-places/biblical-archaeology-sites/siloam-pool/
https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-sites-places/biblical-archaeology-sites/siloam-pool/
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Unit V/May 19: Jesus’ 3rd Journey to Jerusalem, Cont (10:1–39; Return to 

Galilee/Transjordan (10:40–11:16) and 4th Journey to Jerusalem (11:17–57); Final 

Week of Jesus’ Earthly Ministry, Part 1 (12:1–50) 
  

A. Read John 10:1–39.  

 

1. For the significance of the shepherd according to Old Testament usages, 

consider our conversation together on 5/19. What aspects of God’s “mission” to 

the world in the Old Testament are being accentuated in Jesus’ comparing 

himself to a shepherd? What can those of us who have no contact with sheep or 

shepherds these days learn about God’s mission to the world today through this 

image?  

 

2. Familiarize yourself with the Jewish Feast of Dedication (see Appendix 2). What 

significance does the setting (physical location and chronological circumstances) 

of 10:22-39 have for Jesus’ pronouncement in verse 30 that “[He] and the Father 

are one” and that he is the one “consecrated by the Father” (10:36)? 

 

B. Read John 10:40–11:54  

 

1. Consider the depiction of Martha in light of our conversation on 5/19. In what 

sense does she have insight into the person and work of Jesus? In what sense 

does she still not understand what Jesus has come to do? Back up your 

conclusions with citations from the text itself. 

 

2. According to the cultural perception of 1st-centurypeople toward the putrefaction 

of a corpse, what would it have meant that Lazarus, whose body had begun to 

decay (11:17, 39) was raised? What does the New Testament (outside the gospel 

of John) have to say about the theological significance of resurrection, especially 

Jesus' resurrection? · 

 

3. Recall your earlier work on eschatology (Unit III, A 4). In what sense can it be 

said that Jesus' resurrection of Lazarus is evidence that “a time is coming and now 

has come” (5:25)? 

 

4. The raising of Lazarus is the last of the “signs” that Jesus would perform during 

his public ministry. Describe the significance of this sign based on the three 

contexts for signs that we will discuss on 5/19. What does Jesus mean that 

Lazarus’s illness “is for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified 

through it” (11:4)?  
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5. How might the words of Caiaphas have unintentionally underlined the witness of 

John the Baptist that Jesus Christ is “the lamb of God who takes away the sin of 

the world” (1:29)? What significance might these words have had in the context 

of Passover (11:55)?  

 

C. Read John 11:55–12:11. Compare with Matt 26:6–13 and Mark 14:3–9. Review 

material in the Appendix related to the Passover celebration.  

 

1. How might Mary’s action be understood once we see it as connected with the 

resurrection of Lazarus (11:2)? As a symbolic action, how is it related to the 

death and resurrection of Jesus?  

 

2. How does Jesus’ interpretation of the anointing focus our attention in the 

narrative from looking back to looking ahead?  

  

D. Read John 12:12–19. Compare with Matt 21:1–9, Mark 11:1–10; Luke 19:28–38    

 

1. Note how the author of John’s gospel revisits the theme of the disciples’ 

misunderstanding in 12:16. How does the death and resurrection of Jesus 

function as a lens for true understanding of his ministry and mission for you 

today?  

 

2. Give evidence from as many parts of John's gospel as you can you that Jesus is 

being portrayed as a king, although not the kind of king that people were 

expecting. (Don't forget that "king" for Israel at this time would have been 

synonymous with “Messiah.”) For help, consider our conversation on 12/19.  

 

E. Read John 12:20–50. Recall our conversation about this passage on 12/19. 

Compare John 12:38–40 to Matt 13:13–15, Mark 4:11–12, and Luke 8:9–10. What 

do you conclude aby the fact that all or part of Isaiah 6:9–10 is cited by all four 

evangelists? What sort of “note” does the public ministry of Jesus end (12:37–50) 

on? What does this portend for what is to follow?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rev. Jonathan A. Blanke, Ph.D. 

 

12 
 

Unit VI/May 26: Final Week of Jesus’ Earthly Ministry, Part 2 (John 13:1–16:33)  

 
A. Read John 13:1–30 

 

1. Consider our discussion on 5/26 regarding the chronology of John and the 

Synoptic Gospels. Now imagine that someone has just asked you, “How do you 

Christians reconcile John’s account of the Passover with the account given in 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke? How can they all be true?” What will you say? 

(Caution: This is a very complex question, so be sure to keep your answer simple 

enough that you don’t lose the other person.)  

 

2. Considering our discussion on 5/26, answer: What does Jesus’ washing of the 

disciples’ feet symbolize? What does Jesus’ command that his disciples “do 

likewise” (13:14) mean for Christian disciples today? As always, cite specific 

texts to support your answer.  

 

3. Some commentators make much of the fact that there is no explicit exorcism 

performed in the Gospel of John, whereas exorcisms occur often in the Synoptic 

Gospels, especially Mark. After reading 13:1–30 (and comparing this passage 

with other parts of John that make reference to Satan/the devil), how might we 

respond?  

 

B.  Read John 13:31–14:31  

 

1. Using Strong’s or another complete concordance, find all other uses of the word 

“place” in the Gospel of John. What does this imply about the meaning of 

“place” that Jesus is going to prepare in 14:3–4? Where is it that Jesus is going?  

 

2. Considering our conversation on 5/26, think about Jesus’ words on the Holy 

Spirit in 14:25–26. What does this imply about what the disciples 

“recalled/recognized” in 2:22 and 12:16?    

 

C. Read John 15:1–17.  Notice that the Greek word for "prunes" in verse 2 is the 

same word for "cleans" (cf. 15:3). Identify two aspects of discipleship that are 

depicted in Jesus' discourse on the vine and the branches and explain how these 

aspects are important for Christians today. Be sure to distinguish “Law” and 

“Gospel” in your response. Also be sure to support your interpretation of Jesus' 

figurative language in this passage by cross-referencing passages with similar 

words found elsewhere in John. 
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D. Read John 15:18–16:33. Consult at least three Bible versions for their translations 

of 14:16–7, 26; 15:26; 16:7–11, 13–15 and note how the various names for the 

Holy Spirit are translated into English. a.  

 

1. By what (English) names does Jesus refer to the Holy Spirit? Which of these 

names best communicates to you what the Holy Spirit is said to do?  

2. What will be the relationship between the Holy Spirit and “the world”? How do 

you see that happening today?  

3. What will be the relationship between the Holy Spirit and the disciples to whom 

Jesus speaks?  

4. What role does the Holy Spirit play in relation to the work and earthly ministry 

of Jesus? 
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Unit VII/June 9: Final Week of Jesus’ Earthly Ministry, Part 3 (John 17:1–19:42) 

 

A. Read John 17:1–26 

 

1. Review your earlier work on the "glory'' or "glorifying" of Jesus (Unit I B 4). D. 

A. Carson (The Gospel according to John) writes: “Jesus’ death was itself the 

supreme manifestation of Jesus' glory. It is not just that the shame of the cross is 

inevitably followed by the glory of the exaltation, but that the glory is already 

fully displayed in the shame.” From John 17:1–5 we know that a) Jesus' being 

glorified by the Father brings glory to/glorifies the Father and b) Jesus is able to 

speak "proleptically" or ahead of time of completing the work given him by the 

Father to do (see 17:4). 

 

Although Jesus is here (17:1–5) actually praying with his disciples before his 

crucifixion has taken place, he prays as if between what two events (Review our 

conversation on 6/9)? Crucifixion, which brought a curse (see Gal 3:13) upon the 

one crucified, would have been a dishonorable and shameful way to be executed 

and the devastating impact of this upon Jesus' followers who had thought him 

capable of being king of lsrael (1:49), can scarcely be imagined. With this in 

mind, Jesus' prayer that the Father glorify him is ultimately a prayer on behalf of 

whom (see 17:3, 24)? 

 

2. What does Jesus reveal repeatedly to be the "subject matter'' of the knowledge he 

desires people to have of him? (17:3, 8, 21, 23, 25)? With what attitude toward 

the world is this action of the Father associated (3:16, 17:23)? 

 

3. Consider specific petitions that you or others you know have made in prayer in 

the last several weeks. How might our prayer life be impacted were we to pray 

for ourselves the way Jesus prayed for his followers in 17:14–5? 

 

B. Read John 18:1–11. Compare Matt 26:47–56; Mark 14:43–50; Luke 22:47–53.  

Consider: How does John’s account resemble the Synoptic Gospels? How is it 

different? How are the differences in keeping with the emphases John wants to 

make?  

 

C. Read 18:12 – 27. Compare Matt 26:69–75; Mark 14:66–72; Luke 22:55–62. 

Notice the interweaving of Jesus’ interrogation before Annas (18:19–24, 28–38) 

with the denials of Peter (18:15–18, 25–27). What purpose do you think this 

narrative technique accomplishes?  

 

D. Read 18:28–19:16. (If you’re interested, you can check out my article on this 

available online at:  

https://www.academia.edu/3761075/Japan_Lutheran_College_and_Theological_S

https://www.academia.edu/3761075/Japan_Lutheran_College_and_Theological_Seminary_Research_Bulletin_Theologia_-_Diakonia_46_2012_23_-42_Compound_Irony_and_True_Passover_in_John_18_28-19_16_
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eminary_Research_Bulletin_Theologia_-_Diakonia_46_2012_23_-

42_Compound_Irony_and_True_Passover_in_John_18_28-19_16_)  

 

1. Notice how beginning with chapter 12, we are given repeated reminders that 

events connected with the rejection and crucifixion of Jesus happened so as to 

fulfill scripture (12:38; 13:18; 15:25; 17:12, 13; 18:9, 32; 19:24, 28, 36). What 

does this indicate about who is in charge? 

 

2. Reviewing what you know about John's portrayal about who Jesus is, describe 

why the “coronation scene” in this section of reading is ironic (in other words, 

what does the reader know to be true that the people described in the scene 

don’t?). How does this irony color our reaction to Pilate and the crowds? How 

does it color our reaction to Jesus? 

 

3. Write, in your own words, what it means for you that the Son of God was 

enthroned on a cross and rules in your heart today.  

 

E. Read 19:17–42. Compare John to Matt 27:33–44, Mark 15:22–32, Luke 23:33– 

43.  

 

1. Consider the argument, presented 6/9, that the reception of Jesus by the beloved 

disciples is to be interpreted symbolically as well as historically. Do you agree? 

Why or why not?  

 

2. Review our discussion on 6/9 and the Appendix material on Passover. What 

evidence is there in this section that John is telling the story of Jesus' crucifixion 

so as to portray Jesus as the fulfillment of the Passover lamb? Why is the 

soldier's concern to break Jesus' legs a final irony? 

 

3. In addition to any allusion to Passover mentioned above, list as many reasons as 

you can why the piercing of Jesus' side and the outflow of blood and water was a 

significant event for the evangelist. Be sure to touch upon Jesus' previous use of 

water in the gospel as a metaphor for his own person and work. 
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Unit VIII/June 16: Final Week of Jesus’ Earthly Ministry, Conclusion (20:1–25); 

One Week Later (Beatitude for Those Who Are Not Eyewitnesses: 20:26–31); 

Epilogue (21:1–25) 

 
A. Read John 20:1–23. Compare John to Matt 28:1–8; Mk 16:1–8; Luke 24:l–10 . 

Regarding differences between resurrection accounts, consider our discussion on 

6/16 

 

1. Read Deut. 19:15. What significance do you see in the fact that two men rushed 

to the tomb and saw the burial cloths there? 

 

2. If you were going to write a devotion on this text, how would you incorporate 

John 10:3-4? 

 

3. Consider our conversation on what some assert in resolving Jn 20:22 with Acts 

2. Do you agree with this argument? How would you address this issue with 

someone who asks?  

 

4. After reading Jn 20:21–23, would you say that the disciples' mission is (a) 

essentially the same as Jesus' mission, (b) essentially different from Jesus' 

mission, or (c) something else? Cite appropriate references from John's gospel to 

defend your answer._ 

 

B. Read John 20:24–31  

 

1. Why do you suppose it was so important for Thomas to see the nail prints and 

place of the spear in Jesus' glorified body? Why is it important for the same thing 

to be revealed to us, through the eyes of faith? 

 

2. Some believe that the original purpose of John’s gospel was primarily as a 

missionary document written for non-believers. What parts of John's gospel 

contribute to this understanding of the evangelist's intentions? What parts might 

be especially problematic for such a conclusion? 

 

C. Read John 21:1–25 

 

1. Malina and Rohrbaugh (Social Science Commentary on the Gospel of John) 

describe this final chapter of John’s gospel as an epilogue that “ties up loose 

ends.” Detail as many connections between this chapter and the rest of John's 

gospel as you can. What significance do you find in either the choice of words 

John uses to narrate this event, or the events themselves for “commentary” on 

the rest of his gospel? 
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2. Jesus' final command to Peter is “Follow me!” In light of what Jesus has just 

predicted would happen to Peter, what aspect of Jesus’ earthly ministry does 

this “following” entail? Who is to be glorified? What do these truths mean for 

you as a follower of Jesus? What does it mean for those with whom we are 

privileged to testify to the love of God in Jesus Christ?  


