THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD (OBSERVED)
May 12, 2024

The Ending Is a New Beginning

While the Ascension is often underappreciated, it is a very important feast, and its message
is deeply profound. We tend to think of Jesus’ ascension as an ending point, and no one
likes to wave goodbye. Even the apostles felt a sense of apprehension. But our Lord prepared
them by opening the Scriptures to them so that they might know where to hear His voice
even as His visual appearance would not be with them. We know that they understood this,
because they returned with joy and not fear, celebrating this event as a new beginning and
not an end.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

MISSION STATEMENT

In response to God's grace we as a congregation pledge ourselves to bring all people closer
to Jesus through the Word of God, worship, and caring service.



DIVINE SERVICE - SETTING 11

HYMN OF INVOCATION
A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing
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1A hymn of glo - ry let us sing! New
2 The ho - ly ap - os - tol - ic band Up -
3 To them the shin - ing an - gels cry, “Why
4 “You see Him now, as - cend - ing high Up
) 4
(I AR _ Y f | I | Py | |
Hey——] ] I | } 7 —— —®te 7
[ :)V .I é & .| [ J 1 1 ! 1 {
hymns through-out the world shall ring: Al-le - lu - ia,
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lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al -le -Iu - ia!
Iu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia!
lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia!
lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al -le -lu - ia!

5 Be now our joy on earth, O Lord,
And be our future great reward.

Alleluia, alleluia!

Then, throned with You forever, we
Shall praise Your name eternally.

Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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O risen Christ, ascended Lord,
All praise to You let earth accord:
Alleluia, alleluia!
You are, while endless ages run,
With Father and with Spirit one.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
e Getaiche iehengesimg 1635 Ko "

ext: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002351
une: Public domain
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INVOCATION

P:
C:

In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit
Amen.

PREPARATION

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P:
C:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



SERVICE OF THE WORD

INTROIT Psalm 110:1, 4-5; antiphon: Psalm 47:5

P:  God has gone up | with a shout,*
the LORD with the sound of a | trumpet.

C: The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my | right hand,*

until I make your enemies your | footstool.”
P:  The LORD has sworn and will not | change his mind,*

“You are a priest forever after the order of Mel- | chizedek.”
C: The Lord is at your | right hand;*

he will shatter kings on the day | of his wrath.

All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

P:  God has gone up | with a shout,*
the LORD with the sound of a | trumpet.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
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(P) The Lord be with you. And al - so with you.

P: Let us pray.
Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the
heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell there with
Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING Acts 1:1-11

R:

R:
C:

G
R.
R:
C:
R.
C

The first reading for the observation of the Ascension of Our Lord is recorded for us
in Acts, chapter one.

In the first book, O Theophilus, | have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and
teach, until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through
the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. To them he presented himself
alive after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and
speaking about the kingdom of God.

And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to
wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; for John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days
from now.”

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time
restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or
seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. But you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And when he had said
these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of
their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men
stood by them in white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking
into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the
same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RADUAL Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6

Let us recite the Gradual responsively:

Christ has risen from the dead.

[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor.
He has given him dominion over the works of his hands;
he has put all things under his feet.

EPISTLE Ephesians 1:15-23

R:

The epistle reading is recorded for us in Ephesians, chapter one.

For this reason, because | have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love
toward all the saints, | do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my
prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a
spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your
hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you,
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the



immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the
working of his great might that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the
dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only
in this age but also in the one to come. And he put all things under his feet and gave
him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who
fills all in all.

R: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
R: Please stand to sing the Alleluia and Verse.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 173
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Al-le - lu ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.

HOLY GOSPEL John 17:11-19
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

And | am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and | am coming to
you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may
be one, even as we are one. While | was with them, | kept them in your name, which
you have given me. | have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost
except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. But now | am
coming to you, and these things | speak in the world, that they may have my joy
fulfilled in themselves. | have given them your word, and the world has hated
them because they are not of the world, just as | am not of the world. | do not ask
that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. They
are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your
word is truth. As you sent me into the world, so | have sent them into the
world. And for their sake | consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in
truth.

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord
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Praise to You, O Christ.



HYMN OF THE DAY

Look, Ye Saints, the Si
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ght Is Glorious LSB 495
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Ev - ’ry knee to Him shall bow. Crown Him! Crown Him!
While the vault of heav-en rings. Crown Him! Crown Him!
Own His ti - tle, praise His name. Crown Him! Crown Him!
Oh, what joy the sight af-fords! Crown Him! Crown Him!
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Crown Him! Crown Him! Crown Him! Crown Him! Crowns be - come the
Crown Him! Crown Him! Crown Him! Crown Him! Crown the Sav - ior
Crown Him! Crown Him! Crown Him! Crown Him! Spread a - broad the
Crown Him! Crown Him! Crown Him! Crown Him! King of kings and
H | r— . .
| Il | © | =Y [ | | i |
e e
[NV 1 | - | | I T I |
Q) — I I ' I
vic - tor’s brow. Crowns be - come the vic -tor’s brow.
King of kings. Crown the Sav - ior King of kings.
vic - tor’s fame. Spread a-broad the vic-tor’s fame.
Lord of lords! King of kings and Lord of lords!

Text: Thomas Kelly, 1769-1855
Tune: William Owen, 1813-93
Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON “Jesus Prays for Us in The Certainty of His Ascension!”

CONEFESSION OF FAITH
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.

Rev. Edward R. Huber

Apostles” Creed



He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life - everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according
to their needs.

Father of glory, since Your Son has gone up with a shout and the sound of a trumpet,
open our lips to sing praises to our King and live confidently in His victory. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Father of glory, Your Son has commanded us to go into all the world and proclaim
the Gospel to the whole creation. Bless the proclamation of Your Church, that many
may believe, be baptized and be saved. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Father of glory, give us a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of
Christ. Enlighten the eyes of our hearts to look forward in the hope to which You
have called us in Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Father of glory, You put all things under the feet of Your incarnate Son when You
seated Him in power at Your right hand. Bless Joseph, our president, Westley, our
governor, and all who make, administer and enforce our laws. Let the Gospel have
free course among us and be preached to the joy and edification of Your people.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Father of glory, You have provided us with the gift of family. Bless those who have
shown us a mother’s love and nurtured our lives from childhood. Bless and protect
all mothers with child, all those who have suffered miscarriage or the death of a
child, and all those who have yearned for a child and lived with the pain of this
unfulfilled longing. Bless also those for whom the thought of mothers, children, and
families carries feelings of pain, brokenness, or emptiness. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.



P: Father of glory, You have raised Your Son from the dead and seated Him at Your
right hand in the heavenly places. Let His blessing rest upon ___ and all who suffer
or grieve, that they may be sustained in their trials and granted His comfort and
healing. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Father of glory, You gave Your incarnate Son to the Church as head over all things.
Enliven us by the Holy Communion of His body and blood to live in Him as His
Body, the Church, and the fullness of Him who fills all in all. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and death of Your
dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Rejoicing in His victorious resurrection from
the dead, we draw strength from His ascension before You, where He ever stands for
us as our own High Priest. Gather us together from the ends of the earth to celebrate
with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no
end. Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we
give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful LSB 955
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sown, That we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath - er the

of - fer now. Grace our ta - ble with Your pres - ence, and
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give us A fore-taste of .the feast to come.
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE LSB 177
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And al-so  with you.

(P) Lift up your hearts.
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who after His resurrection appeared openly to all His disciples and in their
sight was taken up into heaven that He might make us partakers of His divine life.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:



SANCTUS LSB 178
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PRAYER OF THANKGIVING LSB 178
P: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. Gathered in the name
and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen
us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood
as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends
of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us.
To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

P: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion,
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in

Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF OUR LORD

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My "+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My +} blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
he comes.
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
PAX DOMINI LSB 180
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[P]  The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.




AGNUS DEI LSB 180
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

Up through Endless Ranks of Angels LSB 491
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1 Up through end - less ranks of an - gels, Cries of tri - umph
2 Death - de - stroy - ing, life - re - stor - ing, Prov - en e - qual
3 To our lives of wan-ton wan-d’ring Send Your Spir - it,
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in His ears, To His heav’n - 1ly throne as - cend -ing,
to our need, Now for us be - fore the Fa - ther
prom - ised guide; Through our lives of fear and fail - ure
Spir - it’s grace! Al - le - lu - ia al - le - Iu - ia!
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Hav - ing  van - quished all their fears, Christ looks down up -
As our broth - er in - ter - cede; Flesh that for our
With Your pow’r and love a - bide; Wel - come us, as
Oh, to see the Fa - ther’s face! Al - le - lu - ia,
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on His faith - ful, Leav - ing them in hap - py tears.
world was wound - ed, Liv - ing, for the wound-ed plead!
You were wel - comed, To an end - less Eas - ter - tide.
al - le - lu - ia! Oh, to feel the Son’s em - brace!

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008

Tune: Henry V. Gerike, 1948

Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002351
Tune: © 1973 Henry V. Gerike. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002351



There Is a Redeemer
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1 There is a Re - deem - er— Je - sus, God’s own Son;
2 Je - sus, my Re -deem - er, Name a - bove all names;
3 When I stand in glo - ry, 1 will see His face;
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Pre - cious Lamb of God, Mes-si-ah, Ho - ly One.

Pre - cious Lamb of God, Mes-si-ah, Hope for sin - ners slain.
There I'll serve my King for-ev-er In that ho - ly place.

Refrain
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Thank You, O my Fa - ther, For giv-ing us Your Son,
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And leav - ing Your Spir-it Till the work on earth is done.
Text and tune: Melody Green, 1946, alt.
Text and tune: © 1982 Birdwing Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002351

Christ Sits at God’s Right Hand

0 4 , ,
e e e s ™ Lt s e s S s s
[ :y I - !F___‘L___. —] ® i I I I

1 Christ sits at God’s right hand, His sav - ing work com - plete,
2 Christ was that priest God swore, U - nique - ly First and Last,
3 Christ’s al - tar was the tree, Where on the world’s be - half
4 What cost-ly sac - ri - fice To cov - er hu - man sin!
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To reign till ev - 'ry foe will lie Be - neath His feet—
Who would in righ-teous-ness and love Be un - sur - passed:
He shed a blood, un - like the blood Of goat or calf,
Who  but Christ Je - sus had the right To en - ter in?
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All that the Fa - ther planned, The Son sought to ful - fill,
“A priest for - ev - er - more,” An  oath God would not break,
To seal God’s guar-an - tee Of grace that can-not fail;
His blood, that sprin-kled price, So  we might be as - sured

ﬁ | — [—

QO

I
I
I 1
| I

I
I
1
I

C,é;;;b

|
2,
(4
When first He said, “Lord, here am I To do Your will”
“A priest with-in the or - der of Mel - chiz - e - dek”

With blood He en -tered for our good Be - hind the veil.
That our in-her - i - tance in light Has been se - cured.
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5 Then let us now draw near,
Washed in that precious flood
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And enter the Most Holy Place
By Jesus’ blood.
From hearts that are sincere,
Let tongues our hope profess,
And trust anew God's faithful grace
That we confess.

All praise to Christ we bring,
Our Lord who intercedes,
Our great High Priest enthroned above
Who knows our needs;
And to the Father sing
Our songs of thankful praise,
Who with the Spirit reigns in love
For endless days.
Tones w1 %

Text: © 2002 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002351
Tune: Public domain

Thy Word Is a Lamp

A | Refrain
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Thy Word is a lamp un-to my feet And a light wun-to my path.
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1 When I feel a - fraid, think I've lost my way,
21 will not for - get Your love for me, and yet My
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Still  You’re there  right be - side me. And
heart for - ev - er is wan - der - ing
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noth - ing will I fear as long as You are near.
Je - sus, be my guide and hold me to Your side; And
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Please be near me to the end.
I will love You to the end.

Text: Amy Grant, 1960
Tune: Michael W. Smith, 1957
Text and tune: © 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002351

DISMISSAL
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  “Nunc Dimittis” LSB 182
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Lord, now You let Your ser-vant go in peace; Your word has been ful -

o) [r— N | —
H % I I I M N T | | I —
ley—1 ! P \'—“—tﬁ':“j,(i‘ﬁ%
XV | | bt | .

J & ® ‘ [ e

filled. My own eyes have seen the sal - va-tion which You have pre-
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pared in the sight of ev-’ry peo-ple: A light to re-
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veal You to the na-tions and the glo-ry of Your peo-pleIs-ra - el.

Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

P: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C: Amen

BENEDICAMUS
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *} give you peace.

C: Amen.



CLOSING HYMN

On Christ’s Ascension | Now Build LSB 492
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1 On Christ’s as - cen-sion I now build The hope of my as -
2 Since Christ re - turned to claim His throne, Great gifts for me ob -
30 grant, dear Lord, this grace to me, Re - call-ing Your as -
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cen - sion; This hope a -lone has al - ways stilled All doubt and

tain - ing, My heart will rest in Him a - lone, No oth - er
cen - sion, That I may serve You faith - ful - ly In thanks for
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ap-pre - hen - sion; For where the Head is, there as well I
rest re - main - ing; For where my trea-sure went be - fore, There
my re - demp-tion; And then, when all my days will cease, Let
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know His mem - bers are to dwell When Christ will come and call them.
all my thoughts will ev-er soar To still their deep-est yearn-ing.
me de - part in joy and peace In an-swer to my plead-ing.
Text: Josua Wegelin, 1604-40; tr. William M. Czamanske, 1873-1964, alt.
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002351
Tune: Public domain

SILENT PRAYER

DISMISSAL
P: Let us go forth in peace,
C: in the name of the Lord. Amen.
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